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FrFrF ayaya ing safety net pressures
parentsentsen of disabled yoyoy uths

The recent layaya ofyofy foffof sfsf at Gulf-lf-lf
stream Goodwill Industries
(“Bad economy forces Goodwill
to layaya offoffof 40 wowow rkerker rs,” Sept.
18) mayaya not be due only totot a
dowdowdo nturn in the economy but
also reflect the domino effeceffecef t of
continued social-service budget
cuts in assistance for the dis-
abled community,ty,ty and the havava ocvocv
they are creating.g.g

FoFoF r the most frfrf agile in our
society,ty,ty FloFloF rida is the TiTiT tanic.
Families who attend our not-t-t
for-r-r profprofpr it orgrgr anization’s wowow rk-rk-r
shop, “Proror tecting the FutFutF uruturut e
and Benefits for YoYoY ur Special
Needs Child,” wewew sayaya ,y,y are on
the lifeboats. My 20-y-y- eyey ar-or-or ld
son has seveve evev re autauta ism and livlivli evev s
in a wonwonw derfufuf l groror up home in
Manhassett, on Long Island,
N.Y.Y. .Y.Y This fafaf cility wowow uld cost
$100$100$1 ,000 per yeyey ar for his care
wewew re it not for the Medicaid ser-r-r
vices he receiveceivecei evev s in Newewe YoYoY rkrkr .

Scott Badesch, chief execxecx u-
tivivi evev offioffiof cer of United WayWayWa of
Palm Beach County,ty,ty was quoted
as sayaya ing, “WeWeW are going to
start seeing agencies fafaf lling
by the waysaysa ide.” In fafaf ct, that
dowdowdo nfanfanf ll is welwelw l on track, as
furfurf ther eveve idenced by the cuts in
services to fafaf milies, for support-rt-rt
ivivi evev and therapeutic services,

especially to the yoyoy ung and
school-aged.

Our not-ft-ft o-fo-f r-r-r profprofpr it orgrgr aniza-a-a
tion, Proror sperity Lifeifeif Planning
(www.p(www.p(www roror speritylitylity feplanning.g.g
orgrgr )g)g , has been teaching fafaf milies
since the early 1990s howhowho par-r-r
ents can devdevde elvelv op the legal docu-
ments and financial resources
to better propropr vovo ide for their child’s
(and adult children’s) pres-
ent and futfutf uruturut e care, as welwelw l as
takeakea advdvd antage of possible tax
savava ings along the way.ay.a Director
Karen Greenbnbn erg,rg,r who holds a
master’sr’sr’ degree in taxation and
is a certified financial planner,r,r
teaches parents in South FloFloF rida
what she has done for her owowo n
child, RicRicR kickic y.ky.k

October is National Disabil-
ity AwAwA areness month, and in
light of the FloFloF rida Legislature’s
scheduled meetings ovovo evev r the
next 10101 daysaysa on budget cuts for
services, and the attending peti-
tions for an injinjin unction against
these cuts, nownowno is a great time
for parents to learn waysaysa to
devdevde elvelv op resources for their kids
and, wewew only can hope, be less
dependent on social services.

JARETJARETJA L. VOGEL,
associate director

Proror sperity Lifeifeif Planning
Delrayaya Beach
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