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Support for Special Needs Tax Credit Continues to Grow

Last Updated: 8/5/2009

Support continues to build behind a movement to create a tax credit for families of children with special needs. As we described in an earlier article, a Florida couple recently began a petition drive urging Congress to offer a tax credit to families of children with special needs that would help these families afford the costs of obtaining guardianship. Now that couple, Karen Greenberg and Jaret Vogel, have gone on to create a new corporation called the Special Needs Tax Credit Alliance (SNTCA) (www.specialneedstaxcredit.org) , whose mission is to build national support for the tax credit. 

SNTCA is proposing that a tax credit of up to $5,000 be made available to reimburse families for the legal fees they incur in order to obtain guardianship of their child. The reimbursement would come in the form of a dollar-for-dollar reduction in taxes up to the amount spent on obtaining a guardianship. According to the organization, "The Special Needs Tax Credit Alliance will enlist the support of national parent, disability, senior and guardianship advocacies, as well as attorneys and bar associations to support the tax credit legislation." Florida Congressman Robert Wexler has begun working on draft legislation creating the program, which is expected to be ready for public comment in the fall. 

Vogel emphasized that "the Special Needs Tax Credit proposal will enable family members to speak for their loved ones who cannot speak for themselves, currently a disenfranchised population. We see this situation as a violation of the First and Fourteenth Amendments, which guarantee Freedom of Speech and equal treatment under the law. How can these people participate if the family cannot afford the extraordinary expenses of guardianship, expenses 'typical' families are not burdened with?" 

To learn more about the Special Needs Tax Credit, and how you can support it, visit the Prosperity Life Planning website  (www.prosperitylifeplanning.org).  
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