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Dear Karen:

I just read about you in the CFP Board newsletter and linked to the article
and to your website.  I wanted to congratulate you for what you have set up.
There is such an incredible need for the type of education, help and
planning that you are offering.

Although I am a CFP certificant, I do not currently offer financial planning
in my practice.  I mainly do income taxes, and then have 2 other non-related
careers that are still going strong.  I, myself, have a brother with Down
Syndrome and, with both parents dead, will take on the responsibility of
setting up the special needs trust for my brother.  Thankfully, he moved into
a community residence 30 days before my father died, so he is settled in a
good place and my Dad got to see that he was happy there.  It would have
been a nightmare to find a living situation on an emergency basis -
especially with me in NYC and my brother in Pittsburgh.  I can see where,
for a parent, it is just easier not to deal with so many things and leave it
fall to other family members.

You are so wise to have realized that this responsibility should not rest on
your other daughter.  My parents used to joke that Lawrence would be my
"inheritance" and this is not anything to take lightly.  I have met so many
parents of handicapped children who just assume that siblings will fill
their roles.  It really does not serve anyone well and I commend you for
your insight and vision to set up something that will really make a
difference to so many people.

Good luck to you and a Happy New Year!

Warm regards, 

Phyllis Jo Kubey, EA CFP(r) ATA ATP

